
, The'SermOIl.onthe",

MOf,llltsprings,to

life, un~erJaSon
,Jenicke's skilled,

, brush strokes. '

'Phot~s C()~rt~sYof
JasOn Janicke.',
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~' Grqduatlpnf.romUnlyersltY'8f Kallsas,i.]ob '

iiri the,/'real'?world; Ja~onJ~picke kn~w:hact~y
wherehis.lifewas.heideduntiL ~,' ' ",' ';

"'1 never,;planned>t6 paindor a,liviilg"let:,
alon~reli,gi9usaIt. I,lffact, 1hadnevG£. p~illted,
until19§9whe11'Ytools,~colIegeAeyerUfe" ','
dr'awing'd;:i'ss." ,".'" .,

That's when'Jason,t<)bkhis, first life:~han?irig,
,step:, "My.teacher noticed my-technique mimicked
th~ Old Masters and suggested Iconsider .,',

"switChing"niy empl1asis"to pairitihg," , " "

Jaking lIer advice,J.he,erW~lleClinabegimliQg'
art cla,sswhich,he dubs,a "nightmare;" "The
teathershotilcihaveqeen instiiIc:ting more
advanced, Stlldents,'T'was frustrat:eda.rid , ',,'

questionedrnydecisiOIJe, but c!ecided:W
take one moreCOllrse." ,

'An abstiict aft classdugl}tJasou'howpaip.t

WO,fks,?n:canvas'\vhile"ar'bthercours~,.c2I?Ying
,:',QhrM;aster§~ 4el pedhonehis technicit,H~"iEvenat

tJ1isppiri,t:, howe":er, ,conCt;lJ,tFating,911,spiritual
art'hever,enteredhismind. , '

" " " " .
. " Byt'while~aking cl<1sses 'at5t. Lawrence

,'CathoIic~~inpl!~.Cen~er,.hesta,r~ed seeing a
'.'~piritualdlrestbr",;¥ikeSsJiersShligt.JasonFecalls,,
, "Mike'was, the'f1tst.persOp who'$uggested< I
'C'°risidetpaintingTeligious,~rt as a liveIihom:l.

,ljl1stkiqdbLl<1l!gh.bd," " ' '

l~sob/§\in\rolv~ment at;St.tawr~nce?led, to his

first;~oniin.issiQ1;ledpiece,Vfstt4ti6n., "The Center's
, "
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'Waitingfor~na):t1st,ihat c()uUlpaint~' piece that
welcol1led'young p<;oplei~~()tl1eworSl1iparea.':

F6r.,sixmqJJ.ths"J~sdnwbrkedparHime'on
tl!",,6,x 4ifpot,poftrait,an4,~c!mits,,"Lwas just

J~atning h()widpi!.'ipt'andofteh felf lost. A desire",'i'"", ,"" ",;." ',' ,', '

""to see it completed, b()lst,~red by iqts of prayers
;:uldem:;bl1n1.gementfromfarilily and friends.,
k ;' '" ;',,' '

"ept'l}1egomg:, ",' " "', "", , .. ' "
'i.' fpr Jason, creating a historicallyand culturally

~c:chrateYpprtr~it'proyed. his, gn:~a,testchallenge

, ~nd'biggesffrust:ratipnsinc;el1ehaq,never s,een
, theHoly Larid.He remedied that situation

dt,lringa',4.o05tripal}dj~~he puts it, "saw'
; th~~ouf);tty ,fhr6ughthecameta'seye.l thought,

')VcrW,SO"thls.is what it logks like!'" .four "

, tl1Ql!saridGpB.ptos later, pairiti,ng autheQtic

'landscapes isn()jong~r a problem; ,

It
4 Gath!llicForeste(Spring,?OO6 , www.CatholicForestet.com
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Jason graduated in 2001 and in early 2002
started his own business, Divine Images. To
supplement his income, he worked full-time
at Hobby Lobby in the framing department
and then as a manager.

While painting only part-time proved frustrating,
he did complete Madonna and Child, Coronation,
and Last Supper.Jason generouslycontributed
pieces to various fundraisers including the Divine
Wine Fest~harity auction. "St. Lawrence Center
holds an annual fundraiser and I donated the

Madonna and Child original oil. Bidding got pre~ty
heated until a priest jumped up, pointed repeatedly
to his collar, and let everyone know 'he had to.have
the painting!' Bidding came to a halt." .'

Emb;rrassed, the priest later apologized re:ilizing
theoiLwould have brought more if bigding had
continued. ..father ex:plainedthe ,portr;lit was a,
"bribe" pfomis'ed to a young seininarianfor
completing school and entering the priesthood.

. Hedid,hej~, and Jv1adonna.andChi(driow .'

resides in the newly ~rdainedpdest'srectory..
Jason also contributed a limited edition, framed

Last Stfpp,e1i.print.f6ra' ~'upport bur<Semin;lria.ns:"

benefit. This..timtf, biddi~g continued ynintertl~pted
and t~e prinLs9ld for $2,200. Aframed,~lack ai}c!'
white Vzsitation,charcoal garnered'$2,40Qata .

St. James Academy fundraiser.
Although his ,work 'definitely geneJ;atedjnterest,

making a living painting still alluded Jason, that
is until mi&200S When an unlikely chairi of .

. events began op'eningdoors. Jasond~scribest~e
circumstanc'es." John Menghinisent~~ on St. .]ames

AcademyB6<1f(10fIt€~g~nt's.fie falsoSllpports .

the;Sc400Lof Faith; an a'fe'i-.'parish.program
that offers adult catechesis class~stau~ht by..,
'St. La,,:rence C~nter stafL Menghirii shafedwith.
Mike Scherschligt, School offaith director and my
former college'spiritual director, abouthis. search,
£Ofartists tocreateorigillal artw:()rkto .

fill 25 niches locat~d throughout t:heiecently

constructed ~atholichigh sch()ol.
"Mike quickly respon&d that he klleW)Ust

the person and 'set'up a meeting~ Ironically,
Merighi1).ihad just reap' al) article abolit 1nY
artwork ill the Leaven dioc:esanneWspaper.".'

At the meeting, Menghini' desc,;ribedhis artistic,
vision,and a~kedJason, "Can you do it?"

Withoufhesitation, Jason'answered yes/but

later doubts.ar()se ashe"grasped,the assignment's,
enorlllity(art for at least ten niches), ariq hoW'

"long itJwould take'~hile juggling a fU.ll-timejob.
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Voicing this concern,]asori still vividly recalls'
Menghini's reply, "Sounds like that. Hobby Lobby
job is gettingjnyourway."
.' A job o,fferf61l0wedarid Jasdnnow works
£uIIctime'foithe School pfFaith with a st.udio in .

,St.Jame~ Academy. Already the Joyful Mysteries,
Sermon on the Mount, and Resurrection grace
the Academy's walls with the GlorzousMysteries
an~ Ascension nearh1g completion.
. As jasqn'sbithgrew so.did hisilrt. "Thillgs
begqn happening wh.en I fih'i-llytold ({od 'it's all
yourS, I'm tired of stressing Ol1.C,He's provided Jar
greater things than I could have ever .imagined."
. Likehis parents, Wayne<lnd Gfrry, Jas<?11.

gronndshimselfvyith daily Mass' and rosary.
"'Witnessing my parents' liyes ahvays'assured me
thatwh~n you work hard and give your life to
God good things happen." .

Jason anticipar(~san exciting future. Besides
ongoing.,Acadel1lYwork, apossi~iliiy .looms that
the. School of Faith will contract him but to. create'
a:rtvyorkfor a new church in Silverthorne, . ..
Colomdo."!i:'s a.n exciting opportunitY, "admits
Jason. "Father JOhn.Kauffman plans to build the
churchflround artwork depict!ng the Gospel ,of
John. Before.even approaching an architect, he
wants to .see charc:oal concept sketches."

Asecure income,\vith benefits, now allows Jason
'to create the religious art he so passionat:ely loves:
".I'm stilladjustingt() pairitingfulHime, but I can't
imagif\~doirig <}nythingelse with. my 'lifc;~'?.

With. Resurrection's

charcoal r~ndering

8$ reference,

.JaS!,iI a.dds

finishing strokes
to the canvas.

jason, his parents, and four siblings are members
'of Sf. Benedict 1685, Kansas City, Kansas. His
f11other;lGerry,sh,aresthat she and.her husQand
me.t mOre than 40 years ago while. participating
in CO F activities.
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